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Abberley Hall Teaching Policy  Teach 09 
 
Reviewed by VMB Oct 19       Next Review Oct 20 

 
This is an all School Policy including Prep, Pre-Prep, EYFS, After School Care and Holiday Club 

 
Contents 
1. Introduction 
2. Summary of Teaching Policy 
3. Teaching Policy In More Detail 
Teaching Policy is to be read in conjunction with Departmental Teaching  
 
This Policy reflects best practice in teaching as it has evolved over many years at 
Abberley Hall. It is regularly reviewed and updated. 
 
Summary 
The teaching at Abberley Hall: 
(a) (i) enables pupils to acquire new knowledge and make progress according 

to their ability increasing their understanding and developing their skills in the 
subjects taught; 
(ii) develops generic skills applicable to most subjects, which will be 
instrumental to success throughout their education and later life: listening, 
digesting, comprehension, questioning, articulating ideas orally and in writing, 
structuring and presenting; 

(b) (i) fosters in pupils the application of intellectual, physical or creative 
effort, curiosity in ideas, interest in their work, and the ability to think and learn 
for themselves; 
(ii) fosters an intellectual curiosity and interest in learning for its own sake; 
(iii) develops an ability to think and learn for themselves, including the still 
of reflecting on their own progress, strengths and weaknesses; 

(c) involves well-planned lessons, effective teaching methods, suitable activities and 
wise management of class time; 

(d) shows a good understanding of the aptitudes, needs and prior attainments of the 
pupils, and ensures these are taken into account in the planning of lessons; 

(e) demonstrates appropriate knowledge and understanding of the subject matter 
being taught; 

(f) utilises effectively classroom resources of an adequate quality, quantity and 
range; 

(g) demonstrates that a framework is in place to assess pupils’ work regularly and 
thoroughly and use information from that assessment to plan teaching so that 
pupils progress; 

(h) utilises effective strategies for managing behaviour and encourages pupils to 
behave responsibly; 

 
Abberley Hall has in place a framework for pupils’ performance to be evaluated by 
reference to the school’s own aims as provided to parents, and to national norms. 
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In more detail 
 
(a)  The teaching at Abberley Hall enables pupils to acquire new knowledge and 

make progress according to their ability increasing their understanding and 
developing their skills in the subjects taught. 

 
• Our teaching is planned and the pupils’ knowledge is acquired in up to 18 

different subjects via well-structured termly schemes of work. 
• In Early Years and Years 1-2 (Pre-Prep) pupils are not streamed 

academically; differing abilities and levels of progress are catered for by 
well differentiated teaching. 

• In Year 3 (Prep School) pupils are not streamed academically; differing 
abilities and levels of progress are catered for by well differentiated 
teaching. 

• In Year 4 – 6 (Prep School) pupils are streamed in some academic lessons 
but not all. 

• In Year 7 - 8 (Prep School) pupils are streamed academically so that 
differing abilities and varying levels of progress are catered for at two levels 
– within the academic peer group and by the differentiation of teaching. 

• The pupils’ increasing knowledge and developing skills are assessed 
continuously (i.e. as a minimum weekly) by teaching staff in their mark 
books, by oral assessment, by the marking of pupils’ work, through Effort 
Grades (weekly on a scale of 1 to 5 reported to the Headmaster), at Staff 
Meetings (weekly), through ‘Show-Ups’ (for academic excellence reported 
to the Form / Personal Tutor and ultimately the Headmaster), three weekly 
Interim reports, End of term reports and yearly Parent Meetings. 

 
(b)  The teaching at Abberley Hall fosters in pupils the application of intellectual, 

physical or creative effort, curiosity in ideas. 
 

• The teaching at Abberley Hall is offered with unquestioning commitment 
and enthusiasm, and is delivered in the expectation of equal effort from 
pupils, whether intellectual, physical or creative. The highest standards are 
expected of both staff and pupils. 

• All work is assessed for effort. This applies not only to all academic 
subjects through Effort Grades, but in the creative, musical and sporting 
environment (PE) as well. 

• Small class sizes and a discursive and inclusive teaching ethos mean 
children are always required to think in our lessons. 
 

 The teaching at Abberley Hall fosters in pupils an interest in their work, and the 
ability to think and learn for themselves. 
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• There are supervised ‘Prep’ sessions for Year 6 - 8, where pupils must 
produce work independently. 

• There are ‘Independent Learning’ sessions for year 6 – 8. Pupils are 
encouraged to use this time to catch up on work, revise for tests, read 
through notes etc. A pupil’s personal tutor helps to plan these sessions but 
the onus is on the individual to work independently after reflecting on his or 
her own progress and aims academically. 
 

• There are ‘Touch Typing’ sessions for years 4 – 7. Pupils work through the 
program at their own pace. Self-motivation is required. 
 

(c)  The teaching at Abberley Hall involves well-planned lessons, effective teaching 
methods, suitable activities and wise management of class time. 

 
• Department Heads require termly Schemes of Work for their subject area 

and will from time to time observe lessons (a minimum of one per staff per 
year within their department) in order to assess how effective planning has 
been in the delivery of the curriculum. 

• Regular department meetings will also share best practice to optimise 
teaching effectiveness. 

• Effective teaching takes account of pupils’ ability, individual learning needs 
(including advice from Learning Support), in-class assistants, technology, 
the importance of employing a variety of teaching styles (visual, 
kinaesthetic etc.). 

• At Abberley Hall we believe in the effectiveness of a well-structured 50-
minute lesson. A balance of oral work, discussion work, investigative 
exercises, pair work and individual endeavour are employed as appropriate. 

 
(d)  The teaching at Abberley Hall also shows a good understanding of the aptitudes, 

needs and prior attainments of the pupils, and ensures these are taken into 
account in the planning of lessons. 

 
• In the Preprep pupils are assessed formally through INCAS testing. In the 

Prep school CAT4 testing is used. This helps us to judge aptitude and this 
data is shared with the whole staff.  

• On the journey from Year 4 to Year 8, constant assessment, discussion and 
reporting on each child’s progress is shared by teaching staff in order to 
inform and assist in the planning of lessons.  

• Staff will note and implement recommendations passed from Learning 
Support Department, medical reports or as a result of discussions with 
parents. 

• One on one learning support is aimed at developing relevant skills and 
building a pupil’s self-confidence for the classroom, complementing 
classroom work rather than diverting from it. 
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(e)  The teaching at Abberley Hall demonstrates appropriate knowledge and 
understanding of the subject matter being taught. 

 
• The teaching staff at Abberley Hall are all suitably qualified for the roles 

they perform.   
• The requirements of planning, the sharing of resources and experience 

within departments and the observation of lessons both within and outside 
subject departments, mean that knowledge and understanding of the subject 
matter evolves and develops rather than stagnates. 

 
 
(f)  The teaching at Abberley Hall utilises effectively classroom resources of an 

adequate quality, quantity and range. 
 

• The quality, quantity and range of the teaching resources are assessed 
annually in departments. 

• All classrooms have Internet access and 27 out of 32 teaching areas have 
either interactive whiteboards or online projection. Staff are trained in the 
use of these facilities and share best practice through INSET and 
departmental meetings. 

• At Abberley Hall we also have three computing suites. These rooms can be 
booked for use by any department. 

 
(g)  The teaching at Abberley Hall demonstrates that a framework is in place to 

assess pupils’ work regularly and thoroughly and use information from that 
assessment to plan teaching so that pupils progress. 

 
• Pupils’ work is assessed continuously (see (a) above) and problems arising 

are discussed informally in staff breaks and formally at staff meetings 
(weekly), including input from Learning Support. 

• Alternative approaches to teaching are discussed freely across departments 
at staff meetings, at regular departmental meetings and in displays in the 
staffroom area and it is important to stress that the teaching environment is 
unhesitatingly supportive within the Common Room. Evidence of this will 
be found in the classroom and in the focus of one-on-one learning support 
aimed at complementing classroom teaching. 

 
(h)  The teaching at Abberley Hall also utilises effective strategies for managing 

behaviour and encourages pupils to behave responsibly. 
 

• Expectations of pupil behaviour are high throughout the school, both within 
the classroom and outside. 

• Politeness, the holding open of doors for adults, listening to others, walking 
not running, thinking of others at the table – these are all features of life for 
pupils at Abberley. At the same time, formality is not overdone. Staff are 
referred to as ‘Mr. Lockett’ or ‘Mrs. Dobson Morris’ rather than as ‘Sir’ or 
‘Madam’ or ‘Miss’; the dress code is tidy without being formal or 
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uniformed. Teaching staff will reinforce this overall ethos within the 
classroom: discussion is allowed but children must respect others and not 
interrupt. 

• Trainee teachers are fully mentored by experienced teachers, with regular 
planning meetings and observation of lessons followed up by feedback. 
Behaviour management is clearly a focus of this process. 

 
 
 
 Furthermore, Abberley Hall has in place a framework for pupils’ performance 

to be evaluated by reference to the school’s own aims as provided to parents, 
and to national norms. 

 
• The framework for assessment from Year 1 to Year 8 is with reference to 

the pupil’s preparedness and readiness, at the end of Year 8, to sit Common 
Entrance or Scholarship Entrance to a senior school of his or her parents’ 
choice. 

• All interim and end of term reports apply a clear grading system for 
attainment and effort. This framework is regularly supplied to parents. 

• The assessment framework (daily / weekly / monthly) referred to in (a) 
above is complemented by two sets of exams each year sat in November 
and June, the latter done formally with invigilation in the Ashton Hall and 
Howe Room for Years 5-8.  

• National norms are built into the standardised testing in core subjects 
(Maths and English) performed annually from Year 2 to Year 8. The Maths 
department assesses all pupils every term to against school expectations. 

• All these tests can have a bearing on a pupil’s Form placement each year. 
 
A more detailed presentation of teaching by subject department can be found in 
department handbooks. 
 
Most recently reviewed: October 2019 
Next review due: October 2020 
 
Vanessa Beer 
Head of Academics. 
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ABBERLEY HALL 
 

Departmental Teaching Policies 
 

The following document is prepared by Heads of Departments and reviewed by Head of 
Academics. 
 

Contents: 
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Learning Support 

Mathematics 

Science 

Design & Manufacture 

Computing 

Religious Studies 

History 

Geography 

Modern Languages 

Classical Languages 

Music 

Art & Design 

Drama 

PE (Physical Education) 

PSHE 
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ENGLISH 
(reviewed by VA: Oct-19) 

  
If a child has confidence in English, that has benefits for him or her in all other 
subjects at school.  So, a fundamental aim of the teaching of English is to instill the 
confidence to enable a child to stand up in public and speak to a crowd, to write 
interesting and imaginative stories, to listen critically to others and to express an 
opinion, which is not just an echo of someone else’s idea.  And, in parallel, to 
discover the pleasure of reading broadly and fluently. 
  
Enthusiastic teaching is the key to all this and, at Abberley, the children are 
privileged to be taught by a variety of staff, exposing them to different areas of 
special interest and emphasis.  The curriculum is based on the syllabus for the 
Common Entrance examination, or the various Scholarship requirements.  But it 
is sufficiently flexible to allow staff to express their individuality. 
  
The Staff meet on a regular basis to discuss individual children, to exchange ideas, 
to discuss the minutiae of handwriting, new books for children to read, etc.  This 
sharing of ideas nurtures a lively approach to the teaching. 
  
• At Abberley, particular importance is given to reading.  For example, the boarders 

have half an hour to read before they go to sleep at night, in the hope of starting 
a habit which will last them a lifetime.  The timetable includes regular periods 
set aside for quiet reading during the school day.  The well-stocked Library is 
regularly updated with new publications.  In addition to books and magazines, it 
contains a lively selection of tapes and music/spoken word CDs.  In the winter 
terms there is a regular story telling session.   

• We regularly have a large Book Fair for the whole school when an outside bookshop 
visits the school for a day.   

• The children’s reading is monitored carefully by English staff and individual help is 
given when necessary.  It is recognised that some children need extra help and 
specialist tuition is available from the Learning Support Department, which has 
strong links with the English staff. 

• Handwriting is specifically taught into the Removes (Year 5) and, thereafter, children 
are encouraged to maintain a cursive style as they progress through the 
school.  We strike a balance between developing secretarial skills and 
encouraging creativity. Regular exercises help to develop skills in 
comprehension and in punctuation. 

We encourage the children to express themselves with originality and to gain 
experience of a variety of forms of poetry and prose.  We hold a Humorous Verse 
competition annually. Children are taken to a variety of plays or author visits during 
their time at Abberley, with one theatre trip being made each term if suitable plays are 
available.  They visit a London theatre in their final year to watch a play when on an 
arts trip in the Autumn Term. Speaking and listening form an important part of English 
lessons.  All children take part in annual competitions in reading prose, poetry and the 
making and delivering of speeches.  The resultant ability to talk to a group is a useful 
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skill whatever one’s chosen career.  Children gain similar experience from reading the 
lessons in Chapel. 

 
 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
(reviewed by CB: Oct-19) 

 
At Abberley we recognize that our children are individuals and we aim to support them 
wherever they need help.   
The Learning Support Department has four tutors, all with specialist qualifications in 
Specific Learning Difficulties. We are therefore able to offer intervention to children 
with a wide range of SPLDs including dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia. Other 
students might need a lower level of support, with difficulties such as organization, 
study skills, confidence, memory or a weakness in a particular subject. These students 
are also catered for and we take care to liaise closely with other teaching staff. Most 
support is delivered via 30 minute one-to-one teaching sessions for which we have 
dedicated work space in individual teaching rooms.  
We have a number of procedures in place to ensure that students who are struggling in 
any way are identified quickly and we place great emphasis on the importance of close 
liaison with parents. The Learning Support tutors are trained to carry out preliminary 
assessments and when necessary we bring in external professionals such as 
Optometrists, Speech Therapists, Educational Psychologists and also a specialist in 
behavioural, emotional and social difficulties. 
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MATHEMATICS 
(reviewed by VMB: Oct-19) 

 
 
What is our approach to teaching mathematics? 
The department’s aim is for all children to: 

• develop a sound understanding of basic mathematical concepts through written, 
practical and investigational work. 

• acquire appropriate and necessary mathematical skills, including the use of ICT, 
and to apply them confidently and accurately. 

• enjoy mathematics, be successful and have a positive attitude to the subject. 
• be able to demonstrate their skills and knowledge and talk about their work 

using appropriate mathematical language. 
• develop thinking skills and logically apply their mathematical knowledge to 

solve problems. 
• use mathematics as part of their everyday life. 

 
A team of enthusiastic and experienced mathematicians delivers the teaching, and their 
diverse backgrounds complement the flexibility we have when delivering the 
curriculum. A whole school calculation policy ensures a consistency of techniques 
taught across all the departments, and we have strong cross-curricular links. 
What does an Abberley pupil learn? 
The curriculum covered in the lower school leads the pupils towards the Common 
Entrance syllabus, covering all the aspects of mathematics: Number, Algebra, Shape, 
Space and Measure, and Data Handling. However diversions are also encouraged. 
The pupils in the upper school follow the Common Entrance syllabus, and our potential 
scholars have plenty of extension work to attempt.  
What else do we do? 
The Pre-prep and lower school progress through a mathematical ‘Voyage’. (currently 
under review) This is a formal program of work focused on improving the recall of key 
mathematical facts. Pupils learn facts from recognising numbers, number bonds, times 
tables and square numbers.  
From the Removes (year 5) upwards pupils have the opportunity to attempt National 
Mathematics challenges; these are often as individuals, but we also take part in team 
events.  
The 100’s (year 7) go back in time to the World Wars. The pupils are immersed in the 
techniques of code breaking and attempt a series of missions using a variety of coding 
machines. The project is supported by a trip to Spy Missions, where pupils use 
mathematics, logic and team work to prevent the takeover of a warship! 
From Form 1 to Top Year pupils are assessed using an internal test that gives data on 
pupils recall skills, language knowledge and problem solving skills.  
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SCIENCE 
(Reviewed by KC: Oct 2019) 

 
 
The Prep School Science syllabus has evolved to relate very closely to the National 
Curriculum Science syllabus up to the Shells and then CE syllabus beyond that. At 
Abberley we begin curriculum linked work in the Form One but this year also includes 
an introductory course designed as a foundation for what follows and we include 
additional topics to allow the children to explore and investigate the incredible grounds 
here at Abberley.  Throughout their time at Abberley pupils have from 1 (Form One) – 
5 (Top Year) hours per week in the Science Laboratories where they develop the 
following skills: 
  
• To reason about the events and processes they see and perform. 
• To take a logical and methodical approach to Science. 
• To remember and understand facts, processes and principles. 
• Application of English, Mathematical and IT skills. 
• Manual dexterity 
• Observational skills 
 
Science is a demanding subject.  Our aim is to provide the children with the strongest 
possible foundations for the work they will tackle at Public School, so that they may 
both be successful and enjoy the subject, whilst developing an understanding of the 
world around them. 
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DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE  
(reviewed by JB: Oct-19) 

 
Department Layout 
The Design and Manufacture department consists of a purpose-built workshop, design studio 
and gallery space for research and design work on PC’s. These facilities link directly with the 
Art and Design, Ceramic, Enameling and Textiles studios in order to maximise our resources. 
The gallery space also houses several 3D printing machines and a laser cutter. 
 
Staffing and H&S 
The department consists of three specialist members of staff. In each lesson the 
specialist staff are assisted by a full-time technician. All staff that teach in the area are 
trained in the use of all the machines in the workshop and also have external training, 
which is renewed every five years.  
 
All the machines are maintained by the technician, as well as being checked every year 
by an external engineer.  
 
Pupils go through a list of written rules for the workshop, at the start of each term. 
Pupils are not allowed to enter the workshop without a member of staff but may use the 
design studio with permission. To ensure the pupils safety in these cases, there is a 
lockable door separating the design studio and workshop.  
 
Curriculum  
The broad and balanced syllabus has been developed with an awareness of National 
Curriculum requirements and is constantly being adapted to suit pupil’s needs, making 
teaching and learning as stimulating and relevant as possible. We use a wide range of 
resistant materials including wood, metal and plastics, and employ several fabrication and 
forming methods. All projects are reviewed each year and any changes required are made.  
 
The fundamental ethos of the department is to encourage problem solving and divergent 
thinking through the design process. It is also believed that more focus should be given to 
developing hand and craft skills, in a range of materials rather than the pursuit of new 
technologies.  
 
Subject time allowances   
Pupils in year 3 and 4 have a 50 minute session each week. Years 5 to 8 have 80 
minutes a week of DM, during which class project work is the focus. The workshop and 
design studio are also open during morning break times, to allow pupils to undertake 
projects of their choosing. More time is made available for “free time work” after lunch 
and during evening activities. 
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COMPUTING 
(Reviewed by JGH: Nov 2019) 

 
 

Information and Communication Technolgy has become an integral and continually 
developing aspect of educational life over the past 20 years, both in administration and 
in the classroom. All pupils have a 50 minute lesson of Computing each week (half an 
hour in the Pre-Prep), and using the National Curriculum as a guide, we aim to deliver 
equal opportunities for all pupils to experience meaningful computer based activities in 
every relevant area of the curriculum. Pupils learn new skills and increasingly identify 
their own opportunities for the appropriate use of technology, whilst harnessing their 
natural enthusiasm for the subject.  

We aim to provide a continuity of experience in Computing from the Pre-prep upwards 
so that children are fully equipped to continue developing at Public School. We 
endeavour to show how technology is applied in the wider world, recognising that it 
plays a major role in business and commerce, and that it is continually changing; 
children need to be able to adapt their skills to new hardware and software, and to new 
uses of computer technology. Regular extra-curricular activities such as Code Club or 
Raspberry Pi Club are run to encourage pupils to enhance and develop their 
programming abilities. 

The school-wide network is now quite extensive, boasting three adjacent 15-station 
Windows 10 suites enabling whole-class teaching of both Computing and other 
curriculum subjects. There are also smaller suites in the Music, Science and Design 
Technology areas. All classrooms have networked PCs and many include interactive 
whiteboards and projectors. 

Communications have become an essential element of the subject and pupils are all 
given their own private school e-mail address and have controlled and safe access to the 
Internet across the network both in and out of lessons. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (TPR) 
(Reviewed by JF: OCT 2019)  

 
AIMS OF THE DEPARTMENT 

The moral and spiritual welfare of the children is a top priority in the Department, not 
just as a by-product of the academic syllabus, but also with the specific intention of 
creating a foundation for adulthood. This reflects the school’s wider ethos; to achieve an 
informal and friendly approach to school life, and to combine this with the discipline 
which enables all pupils to reach their full potential. 

 

Within the PP& EYFS, our aim is for the children to become familiar with Bible stories 
and teaching of Jesus. In the Early Years the children are introduced to the stories 
through key religious festivals. From Reception onwards children are exposed to more 
stories in assemblies and as they progress through the school through their weekly RS 
lesson. They are encouraged to relate these stories to their own lives. RS is closely 
linked with PSHE curriculum and Golden Rules.  

 

The themes and ideas introduced in the Pre-prep are explored and developed as the 
child enters the Prep school thus continuing to study biblical stories whilst also allowing 
time to look at practices, festivals and places of worship in other world religions.   
 
Teaching for the three upper years is largely based on the Common Entrance Syllabus, 
with a view to preparing the children thoroughly for both their Leavers’ examinations 
and RS in their future schools. For the top two years, particularly the scholarship 
groups, syllabus set texts are regularly used as a jumping off point from which to 
discuss basic contemporary moral and ethical issues. This allows children of all 
academic abilities, but particularly those with an especial aptitude for philosophy and 
ethics, to explore a wide range of exciting and sometimes contentious topics. Despite 
the adult nature of some of these topics, we in the RS Department feel confident that we 
approach the issues in a relaxed and empathetic manner, without losing the formal 
structure and discipline of the classroom. Older children will, we hope, take with them a 
sound moral value system of situation ethics as they move on to senior school and 
adulthood. 

The school aims to provide the academic and social grounding which is the foundation 
for sustained success. In addition to this, it is the RS Department’s belief that the 
subject has an important role not only in terms of academic development, but also in the 
personal and social sphere. Since the school does not set an entry exam, and has a 
reputation for excellent support where children have learning difficulties, the versatility 
of RS allows for those children with lower academic ability to explore issues and ideas 
beyond the purely scholastic Biblical Studies element. 
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HISTORY 
(Reviewed by MRK: Nov 2019) 

 
 
History is a popular subject at Abberley Hall and a good standard of Common Entrance 
results have been attained in recent years thanks to the enthusiasm and professionalism 
of the department. The first four years of study in the prep school are intended to 
generate interest and passion for the subject by focusing on topics primarily based on 
British history. The syllabus is chronological by design: 100BC-1919.  
 
There are six main aims when delivering history at Abberley Hall: 
 
1.  The subject should be made as enjoyable as possible for the pupils. 
2.   Pupils should be led to think about past eras in realistic terms. 
3.   The assessment and analysis of evidence should play an increasing part as 
the age range increases. 
4.   Pupils should as far as possible be active during lessons, rather than passive 

recipients of information from either a teacher, textbook or dvd. 
5.   Variety within a lesson is important, as well as variety from lesson to lesson. 
6.   Members of the department should be able to pursue their enthusiasms. 
 
THE ABBERLEY HALL SYSTEM 
 
While there may be some areas of general agreement about the value of certain 
historical skills – if not necessarily about the appropriate age at which pupils can tackle 
these – it is hard to make a case for the greater importance of one body of historical 
knowledge over another.  All content is arguable, as is the optimum sequence for 
presenting that content.  The decision to include or exclude, say, Chinese history, is 
ultimately a matter of personal preference – whether that be of some National 
Curriculum committee or an individual teacher. 
 
The decision at Abberley Hall has been to concentrate on British history. This narrow 
approach means that much even within the British Isles is excluded. The same exclusion 
is applied to World History, although there are occasional exceptions. This is to try to 
establish in the minds of our 8-12 year old pupils a broad chronology of British history 
and a familiarity with many aspects of it.  This focused approach allows for examination 
of a wide range of factors (social, economic, military, political and cultural)   At no 
other point in their academic careers are the children likely to cover their own country’s 
history in a chronological manner. 
 
The overall aims are to cultivate a habit of enjoyment in the subject; foster a sense of 
the reality and actuality of the past as a yardstick for comparison with the present; 
encourage a positive and critical judgment with regard to evidence; enhance skills of 
analysis and synthesis, and to lay down a sense of chronology using 100BC – 1919 as a 
framework into which further historical knowledge can be applied. 
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The course in the Top Year is external to the four year syllabus. It is a re-visit to the 
medieval period for the purpose of the Common Entrance examination. This will be 
discussed in more depth later in the document. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
(reviewed by MR: Oct-19) 

 
 
Geography at Abberley Hall School should be a highlight of any pupil’s time here.  
Geography is a current and ever-changing subject with an enormous amount of scope 
for enquiry and the development of knowledge and key skills that can be transferred to 
any area of study. 
 
Our aims for Geography teaching at Abberley are simple: 
 
• Pupils are given every opportunity to fulfil their potential in active, engaging 

lessons which cater for the individual learner and encourage higher level thinking 
skills. 

• A continual process of monitoring and assessment aids the pupils to achieve their 
best and the staff help facilitate this. 

• Geography at Abberley is an exciting and motivational subject and it ought to 
increase pupils’ understanding of the wider world through the study of physical, 
human and environmental themes. 

• Pupils should leave the school with a built-in enthusiasm and intrinsic motivation 
for Geography which we have encouraged through effective teaching and the 
creation of opportunities to learn.  

• Pupils will have grown both in confidence and in understanding of this dynamic and 
interesting subject and should be exceptionally well prepared to continue their 
studies through to GCSE and Higher Education. 

 
In the Pre-Prep, geography is about making the children more aware of their 
surroundings, looking at the local area and then expanding to focus on the way people 
live in different areas of the planet.  
 
In the Prep school, during Form 1, 2, and Removes, pupils learn about global location, 
local knowledge of the British Isles, and start mastering skills such as map reading.  
They move onto thematic studies and begin learning about some of the fundamental 
parts of physical, human and environmental geography.   
 
During the Shells the children learn about adventure, development in the Horn of 
Africa, China, Food and Latin America. 100s and Top Year pupils work away on 
Common Entrance and Scholarship level material.   
 
Fieldwork is an important aspect of geography, and at Abberley children have many 
opportunities to gather information, present data and attempt to evaluate their findings.  
At Common Entrance, the Fieldwork Project makes up 20% of the overall mark so 
previous experience of producing work of this nature is very helpful.   
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MODERN LANGUAGES  
29/10/2019 

 
FRENCH/SPANISH 

 
Why should we teach a modern foreign language to school age children? 
 

• It enables them to realise that they are international citizens in a multi-lingual 
world. 

• It helps to emphasise that they are part of a global culture and helps them to 
better comprehend the diversity of the world. 

• It activates the language ‘micro-chip’ in the brain and develops and expands 
language potential as it improves pupils’ own language too. 

Is there an ideal age to start learning a first new language? 
 

• Technically speaking, no, there isn’t.  However, the younger pupils are the more 
receptive as they take on board new sounds as a means of communication and 
explore ways of interacting with visual support. They are inquisitive to learn 
about other cultures through literature and music. 

• Conversely, it tends to become rather more difficult as a person gets older, 
though by no means impossible so the curriculum is planned carefully to have a 
positive impact in lessons time. As children get a little older, towards their teens, 
a measure of inhibition can get in the way and this is taken into account when 
teaching them, planning accordingly earlier on. 

 
Learning a new language for the very first time should be an exciting and vibrant 
experience; producing new, unfamiliar sounds to communicate a wish, a need, or indeed 
to find out information. 
 
Young children relish the idea and experience of communicating in another language, 
and they also repeat willingly the accent of the target language with astonishing 
accuracy. 
 
At school, learning a language should be an exciting, all-encompassing experience; it 
should never be limited or restricted to the confines of the classroom. On the contrary, it 
should draw in everyone: parents, wider family, friends, other members of staff and 
foreign pupils.  
 
We ensure that language learning never becomes synonymous with words and pictures 
in a textbook, that it improves the ability to multi-task and helps improve memory. 
Children are  encouraged to respond to a foreign language outside the classroom: for 
example, being greeted in a foreign language; saying grace at mealtimes in a different 
language; asking for a jug of water, or for a second helping in French / Spanish / 
German / Chinese and English for foreign students.   
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As language teachers one of our most important roles is to create and structure an 
ambitious scheme of work. To enthuse young learners by making language 
communication relevant and a whole load of fun! 
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CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 
(Reviewed EDM: 28/10/19) 

 
 

LATIN 
 
Who studies Latin at Abberley? 
Everybody has the opportunity to study Latin at Abberley. Nearly all go on to take 
Common Entrance or Scholarship exams in the subject. 
 
Why is Latin taught? 
The reasons are many. Here are a few. 

• Learning Latin provides a priceless insight into the mechanics of language, such 
as parts of speech, syntax and clause analysis. 

• There are obvious benefits to the learning of Romance languages. 
• As a medium for developing learning techniques Latin is unparalleled. 
• Roman civilization has played such a major part in our Western development. 

Should we not learn something about it? 
 
What is studied at Abberley? 
Learning a language would be incomplete without considerable historical and cultural 
input. In addition to the rigours of the language, topics such as Greek Myths, Roman 
daily life, Vesuvius, the Punic Wars and Roman Britain are studied. 
 
 
A mixture of text books are used Prep School Latin, Latin as an Honour and Practicing 
Latin Language all by Bob Bass. For the scholars we use Variatio by E Clarke. These 
cover the Common Entrance language syllabus and Variatio stretches the higher sets 
towards scholarship level. Other materials are used to supplement these text books 
where appropriate.  
 
 
In addition to language, the Classical world is studied. The following topics are among 
those covered in each year. 
 
Year 4: Greek myths (Jason, Hercules, Theseus, Perseus, Troy/Odysseus and the 12 
gods) 
Year 5: The founding of Rome (Romulus and Remus, Mucius Scaevola, Horatius 
Cocles etc.) 
Year 6: Pompeii, Gladiators, Entertainment and Roman Britain, Troy 
Year 7: The Odyssey 
Year 8: A recap of all major topics 
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GREEK 
 
There are four reasons why Greek is taught: 
 
1. Some pupils want to study Greek. 
 
2. Some parents want their child to study Greek and expect a school such as  

Abberley to offer it. 
 

3. Public Schools want us to start Greek with pupils who can manage it. 
 
4. Scholarship candidates who do well in Latin are helped by a good mark in  

Greek.   It may just tip the balance. 
 

Greek is an optional subject both in Scholarships and Common Entrance.  About 25% 
of the school learn Greek. 
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MUSIC  
(Reviewed by TJD: Oct 2019)  

 
Music is a strong and thriving department situated in a purpose-built and well-equipped 
building which has twenty-two practice rooms, a teaching studio and rehearsal spaces.    
  
Classroom Music:  Music is something to be enjoyed by everyone no matter their 
ability. Singing is a central component to our curriculum with all other areas of 
exploration into music history, theory and composition branching from there. Children 
at Abberley Hall are confident and creative and enjoy performing regularly throughout 
the year. All children in the Prep School have one 50 minute class music lesson per 
week and all children in the Pre-Prep one 30 minute class music lesson per week. 
  
All year groups perform in a school concert twice a year, the aim being that all children 
grow up enjoying performing in front of an audience. In addition to this, all children in 
the Prep School are introduced to music technology each year in the Spring and 
Summer Terms. 
As part of the music curriculum pupils in Years 1-4 learn a musical instrument as a 
class with a specialist teacher:  

• Class 1 learn the recorder 
• Class 2 learn the violin 
• Form 1 learn the pBuzz  
• Form 2 learn the ukulele. 

The aim of the curriculum is both to enrich pupils understanding of music as well as to 
use it as a tool to build pupils’ confidence. It is expected that at the conclusion of a 
pupils time at the school they have an understanding of a wide range of musical genres 
and can recognise the following musical elements: duration, dynamics, pitch, tempo, 
timbre and texture.  
All year groups from Year 1-Year 7 listen to a mixed variety of music from different 
eras and genres and are taught ways to describe the music so that they can give context 
to the music of today, questions asked of each piece: Do you like the music? What can 
you hear? What is the style of the music? How is the music put together? How does 
this music make you feel?  Does this music tell a story? What does the music make 
you think of? How old do you think this piece of music is? 
  
Practical Music:  All pupils at Abberley have the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument, to take part in group work and to sing in choirs. We offer lessons in most of 
the standard orchestral instruments in addition to singing, piano, recorder, classical and 
electric guitar, organ and percussion. Lessons are taught by a team of thirteen highly 
qualified, inspirational and dedicated visiting staff. Lessons occur throughout the 
working day and are on a weekly rotation to minimise disruption to academic progress. 
All instrumental pupils are allocated a room and time on a daily basis and their 
supervised practice is monitored and encouraged for the consolidation of skills learned 
in the lesson. Once children are proficient, we encourage them to be entered for 
examinations of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music or other 
recognised bodies and ‘Aural Clinics’ help candidates with this part of the examination.   
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Regular concerts (to which parents are warmly invited) and workshops provide 
numerous performance opportunities, which instil independence and confidence as well 
as giving pleasure to those listening. Once pupils have reached a certain standard they 
are encouraged to join in the many musical groups that meet throughout the week. 
These include percussion ensemble, string ensemble, MPG, flute ensemble, brass 
ensemble, Cellini (‘cello group) and ClariSax. Musicals are staged annually and the 
whole school are involved in at least one of these each year. 
There are 2 choirs in the school: The Chapel Choir and The Junior Choir. All children in 
Years 4 and 5 are involved with the Junior Choir and it is expected that the majority will 
then proceed to the Chapel Choir. 
  
Music Scholarships and Awards have been won to Christ’s College, Brecon, 
Cheltenham College, Cheltenham Ladies, Eton, Hereford Cathedral School, Malvern 
College, Millfield, Monmouth, Oundle, Shrewsbury, Wells Cathedral School and Kings 
School, Worcester.  
  
Interest in, and enthusiasm for the subject are of paramount importance, but above all 
music should be fun, exciting, challenging and full of opportunities that empower and 
develop pupils. 
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ART & DESIGN 
(Reviewed by ES: Oct 19) 

 
 
 

The Art Department at Abberley Hall believes that every child should be given the 
opportunity to express themselves creatively through exploration of a variety of media and 
processes.  Combine this with an introduction to artists and a basic understanding of the 
development of artistic ideas and pupils should be equipped with a strong foundation of 
skills for transition into senior schools. 
 
Form 1 & 2 receive one lesson of 50 minutes per week and the rest of the school 80 
minutes, which allows time for contextual work and discussion alongside the practical.  The 
curriculum adapts every year in response to the needs and strengths of each year group.  
There is however consistency in skills and the stage at which they are delivered.  Shells, for 
example, study one-point perspective but this concept is delivered in different ways 
depending on the year group, to ensure greater understanding.  The art room functions 
particularly well as a space for creating 2D work including observational drawing, painting, 
collage and printmaking, however the 3D curriculum has expanded in recent years with 
more opportunities to work with card, plaster and construction materials.  A close 
collaboration with the DM department facilitates this.  Every year group completes one 
project per year in the ceramics room building on skills as they progress through the school. 
 
All art projects have their foundation in contextual studies and introduce new concepts, 
processes and materials, providing pupils with the skills to develop work and ideas with 
some independence.  The aim is that all pupils are able to develop their independent 
learning and in Top Year they are encouraged to complete two independent projects.  All 
pupils create design sheets as their projects progress to enable them to reflect on their 
development.  The department aims to display pupils work as soon as possible, often during 
a lesson, to encourage evaluation and discussion. 
 
The art room provides evening activities that encourage exploration beyond the usual 
curriculum.  Many pupils enter in-house, local and national competitions during the year.  
The art room is open during break times, lunch times and most weekends and pupils are 
encouraged to develop free time work.  In 2019 the introduction of the Abberley Awards 
includes an art challenge which invites pupils to complete a series of tasks in a sketchbook 
as part of free time, independent, work.  The art department also offers a Scholarship 
Program aimed at those children in 100s and Top Year who wish to develop a portfolio and 
sketchbook ready for scholarship interview.  An external local artist offers  extra classes 
with a focus on observational drawing skills which are essential for the scholarship test. 
 
Cross-curricular links are regularly explored through contextual work.  Maths and 
Science have worked closely with art through evening activities and a cross-curricular 
Form 2 project with French has been running for several years.  An annual Top Year 
trip to visit the London museums and galleries includes a visit to the theatre and the 
development of written work in English.  A whole school approach to develop further 
links is an important part of future art curriculum planning. 



 

 

 

 

Page 25 of 33 
 

 
	
 



 

 

 

 

Page 26 of 33 
 

DRAMA 
(Reviewed by CE: Oct 19) 

 

A mode of learning. Through active identification with imagined roles and situations in 
Drama, children can learn to explore issues, events and relationships. At Abberley, 
Drama is part of the school curriculum, as we believe that it is an activity which can 
promote enquiry, critical and constructive thought, problem solving and judgement and 
also stimulate further learning and research.  

 

Instilling confidence. As with all the arts, engagement in Drama and creative 
opportunities can transform the way children learn and explore the world around them. 
It can change the way that children view themselves as well as helping them to develop 
specific skills. During Drama lessons children are able to overcome inhibitions through 
participation in ensemble practical activities in a comfortable and playful environment.  

 

Curriculum – Drama is taught as a timetabled weekly lesson from Reception to Year 6. 
These lessons comprise exercises and workshops based on essential Dramatic devices. 
Performances stemming from the children's class-work take a ‘Revue style' format, with 
small groups from within classes performing sketches and scenes.  

 

Pre-Prep: In the Pre-prep we use games to encourage creative freedom leading to the 
incorporation of mime in story-telling. In the Autumn Term Drama lessons are used to 
rehearse a whole Pre-Prep and Early Years Production. 

 

Form Ones: The Form Ones are introduced to the key themes and explore dramatic 
devices. We practise different modes of performance including Mime and Facial 
Expression, Improvisation with and without props, Voice Projection and Enunciation, 
and Characterisation. Early in the Spring term lessons are used to rehearse a year group 
production; usually with close cross-curricular links.  

 

Form Twos: The Form Twos continue to explore dramatic devices and learn to use 
Drama as a way to explore other subjects. Weekly topics are linked closely to feelings, 
emotions and the senses. In the Summer Term Drama lessons are used to rehearse a 
year group production. 
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Removes: In the Autumn Term we rehearse The Junior Show. Over the following two 
terms the Removes extend their experience of Drama by re-capping the key devices 
covered in the Form Ones. They also begin to use drama to help appreciate and explore 
the themes behind literacy texts (for example Shakespeare’s King Lear).  

 
Shells: The Shells are expected to develop the skills gained so far as well as looking 
more closely at more classic texts. The first term looks at the roots of theatre and we 
learn about Greek Theatre and the use of the chorus. In the second term children take 
part in workshops introducing an accessible approach to Shakespeare. These workshops 
emphasize Shakespeare as Theatre rather than literature and offer active and flexible 
approaches to language, themes and performance.  The Shells will also be introduced to 
some of the skills needed in devising their own pieces of theatre. The Shells perform an 
outdoor play at the end of the Summer term and rehearsals take place during evening 
activities as well as during lessons. This allows children to experience true theatre 
through the use of natural locations with minimised staging and limited props, with little 
or no amplification or lighting. 

 

Cross-Curricular: Each term Drama workshops are used to support pupils’ preparation 
for the  Prose, Speech and Poetry Competitions as part of the English Syllabus. 

 

Extra-curricular Drama: Drama is offered as an activity in the Autumn Term to 
the top two years in order to rekindle and develop the skills acquired earlier in 
their school career, as well as preparing any individuals for Drama Scholarships. 
In the Spring and Summer Terms activity times are used for rehearsals in 
preparations for the different productions.  

 

LAMDA: (London Academy of Musical and Dramatic Arts): A large number of pupils 
take acting classes with Victoria Austen, our Speech and Drama specialist. Mrs Austen 
is responsible for private lessons in school time. She coaches children through 
examinations and general solo acting, sometimes taking small groups through 
duologues and sketches. 

 

Scholarships: The school is prepared to coach children deemed to have sufficient talent 
and commitment for Drama Exhibitions and Scholarships to Senior School. In recent 
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years, Abberley pupils have won Drama Awards to Malvern College, RGS, Shrewsbury 
and Morton Hall. 

 

School Productions: There are now six productions each year and every pupil has a 
chance to be involved in the world of Theatre.  

 

The School Musical is an annual event, which currently involves children from the top 
two years and takes place at the end of the Spring Term. Auditions for the production 
happen before Christmas, with rehearsals taking place in collaboration with the Music 
Department.  

Recent productions include: 

 

2018-2019 

Tin Hats and Telegrams – Removes 

The Bethlehem Builders – Pre-Prep and Early Years 

Richard III- Has anyone seen my horse? - Form Ones 

Joseph – 100s & Top Year supported by years 3-6.  

Fantastic Mr Fox – Form Twos 

Merry Wives of Windsor – Shells 

 

2017-2018 

Treasure Island – Removes 

Born in a Barn – Pre-Prep and Early Years 

Cleopatra and the Roman Way – Form Ones 

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe – 100s & Top Year 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Form Twos  
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As You Like It – Shells 

 

2016-2017 

The Wind in the Willows – Removes 

The Nativity – Pre-Prep and Early Years 

Henry VIII – Form Ones 

The Sound of Music – 100s & Top Year 

James and the Giant Peach – Form Twos 

The Tempest - Shells 

 

2015-2016 

A Christmas Carol – Removes 

A Miracle in Town – Pre-Prep and Early Years 

The Point of the Pyramid – Form Ones 

Bugsy Malone – 100s & Top Year 

The Clock Tower Chronicles – Form Twos 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Shells 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(Review by MBT: Oct 19) 

 
 

Physical Education (PE) at Abberley Hall aims to build on the children’s enjoyment of, 
and need for, physical activity. The primary physical aims are to develop all 
individuals’ ABCS (agility, balance, co-ordination and speed), strength, stamina and 
spatial awareness. Additionally, it is hoped that lessons will lead to a sense of well-
being, a healthy and active lifestyle and a feeling of self-confidence.  
 
PE encompasses a wide range of physical skills and activities, as well as various 
theories and concepts to do with controlled body movements. During PE lessons we aim 
to achieve many of the aims and objectives which are outlined within the National 
Curriculum. Furthermore, the swimming follows the National Teaching Plan for 
swimming sessions. 
 
PE contributes to the holistic education of the pupils by supplying opportunities for 
them to learn how to lead full and active lifestyles. Furthermore, PE lessons can: 

• develop physical competence and help to promote physical development 
• teach pupils, through experience, to value the benefits of participation in 

physical activity at school and throughout life 
• develop an appreciation of skillful and creative performances across the wide 

range of activities offered 
• contribute to the development of problem solving skills 
• help to establish self-esteem through the development of physical confidence 

and help pupils to cope with both success and failure in competitive and co-
operative activities 

• increase the development of interpersonal skills 
• improve the health and well-being of an individual 
• an understanding of health and fitness issues 

 
The PE curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to participate in athletics, 
badminton, ball skills, basketball, dance, gymnastics, health related education (HRE), 
rounders, swimming, tennis, trampolining and volleyball. These opportunities are 
reinforced during games sessions where in addition to individual sports, traditional 
competitive team games are covered i.e. athletics, cross-country, cricket, football, 
hockey, netball, rounders, tennis and rugby. Within these activities the children have 
opportunities to take part in internal and external fixtures.  
 

Year Group Weekly allocation 
Reception Two ½ lessons of PE ½ hour Swimming lesson 
Class 1 and Class 2 Two ½ lessons of PE ½ hour Swimming lesson 
Form One (Class 3) 
– 100s (Year 7) 

50 minutes of PE (includes 2 half term blocks of swimming) 

NB- Form One – 100s PE is in addition to up to five games sessions per week. 
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Outside of PE and games sessions, the pupils also have the opportunity to participate in 
archery, ballet, climbing, dance, fishing, golf, hill walking, judo, kayaking, lacrosse, 
orienteering, riding, ricochet, sailing, shooting, and tennis.  
 
 
It is understood within the department that not all children develop at the same speed, 
but through the wide range of opportunities available, in addition to varying levels of 
differentiation, multiple opportunities for individuals to develop at their own pace and 
achieve success are provided. This is achieved by setting realistic goals and guiding the 
pupils in setting themselves achievable targets and goals. 
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PSHE 
(CK: Oct ‘19) 

Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education is an important and necessary part of 
Abberley Hall pupils’ education. We follow a developing programme of study that aims to 
reflect the current and future needs of the pupils whilst interlinking this with current affairs.  
 
Role of the PSHE Curriculum 
The PSHE scheme of work ensures that the pupils’ learning builds progressively over their time 
at Abberley. The lessons are well-planned, as for any other subject. The role of the PSHE 
curriculum is:  

• To help keep pupils healthy and safe 
• To develop pupils’ understanding of their own and other people’s behaviour 
• To provide pupils with personal and emotional support 
• To help pupils with their education of relationships, sex and health education (RSHE) 

Some, if not most of the topics taught are cross-curricular, with Science and RS being two such 
subjects. 
 
Structure of the PSHE lessons 
The teaching of PSHE at Abberley follows a format dependent on the year group. The intention 
is that the classes are of mixed ability, gender and backgrounds and that all teaching and 
resources are inclusive. 

Year Group Format 
Nursery & Pre-prep Formally and informally taught to class 

and/or year group by the class teacher 
Year 3 - 5 Formally and informally taught to class or 

year group by the form teacher 
Year 6 - 8 Dedicated weekly lessons of 50 minutes with 

specific teachers taught to mixed 
ability/mixed form classes 

  
Assessment 
The assessment of the pupils in PSHE is informal ie. there is not a prescribed exam. Ongoing 
meaningful assessment in the form of speaking and/or writing forms the basis by which the 
teachers ensure every pupil is making progress. Pupils reflect on their progress and learning 
and are therefore actively involved in the assessment. 
 
Ethos 
The ethos of PSHE is determined by the teacher ensuring that the lessons are non-judgmental, 
supportive and provide all pupils with a sense of being listened to and accepted. Most of the 
lessons involve discussions and openness, and therefore rules are established early on to 
ensure both pupils and teachers are respectful of each other. 
 
Parental / Carer / Home Support 
The teaching of PSHE is done through the partnership between school and family. During the 
academic year there will be talks for pupils and families to attend on issues such as online 
safety. It may be necessary to inform parents / carers via clarion call about forthcoming topics 
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in order that a discussion can happen between the child and their family or between the 
parent and the teacher beforehand.  It is important that parents or carers talk with their 
children about the issues explored in PSHE as this helps pupils to recognise that PSHE interlinks 
with home and school both now and in the future. 
 
Outside Speakers 
Due to the topics covered in PSHE the aim each year is to bring in trained outside speakers (all 
DBS checked) for whole year groups to benefit from, such as NSPCC, local police officers, 
theatre companies. 
 


