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This is a whole School Policy including Prep, Pre-Prep, EYFS, After School Care and Holiday Club 
 
Introduction 

This policy is concerned with learners who have a home language other than English and who study 
at Abberley Hall. 

Background 

Bilingual or multilingual EAL learners at Abberley Hall come from a range of backgrounds and for a 
range of durations: 

• A small number of pupils come from a bilingual or multilingual background and stay in the 
school until they live for Senior school 

• pupils from Spain, France and China aged 10 to 13 come from one term up to a year or 
longer 

• pupils from Italy, Spain and France, aged between 9 and 13 come for short periods of 
varying lengths in the Summer term  

• a group of between 15 and 20 children from Shanghai and Qingdao, China come for one or 
two  weeks in the Spring and Summer term 

The majority of bilingual or multilingual EAL learners at Abberley Hall generally have well developed 
literacy skills in both their home language and English. 

School objectives 

At Abberley hall we believe that all bilingual/multilingual EAL learners are entitled to the full 
range of the school curriculum, sporting opportunities and activities on offer. 

We at Abberley Hall endeavour 

1. To carry out an assessment with all EAL learners starting at the school using the Cambridge 
assessment to classify pupils according to their competence in English, with the aim of 
supporting the teaching and learning of EAL pupils and monitor their progress. 

2. To support EAL learners in their acquisition of English language skills through one-to-one and 
very small group tuition with qualified EFL/ESL teachers, when required by the parents  

3. To prepare the children for the Cambridge KET A2, PET B1 and First B2 qualifications 	

4. To promote academic achievements by grouping EAL pupils according to their cognitive level 
rather than their English Language level. 

5. To ensure that every teacher is aware that they have responsibility for the language 
development of an EAL learner. 
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6. To provide adequate guidance and training to staff to develop suitable materials to help the 
EAL learners flourish in all aspects of their life at school. 

7. To support EAL learners access the curriculum through key visuals, glossaries of technical 
terms being used in different subjects and suitably differentiated activities. 

8. To ensure that EAL learners participate in all school activities appropriate to their age group. 

9. To ensure that all aspects of school life are clearly explained and fully understood by the EAL 
learners. 

10. To monitor the general well-being of the EAL children, particularly as the majority of them are 
full-boarders and far away from home, through various ways:  

a) our 1:1 tutoring system for children in the Shells, 100s and Top Year  

b) the class tutor for children in the Form 1, Form 2 and Removes 

c) the weekly pastoral meeting 

d) Boarding meetings. 

11. To encourage the EAL learners to engage and mix with the rest of the school community and 
refrain from staying in their nationality group as much as possible (for example children are 
assigned a guide for the first few weeks at school until school routines are established; 
children are put on different tables for lunch and are put in different dormitories)  

12. To promote and value their first language and occasionally, where appropriate, promote the 
use of their first language to facilitate concept development. 

13. To ensure that appropriate action is taken where required for EAL learners who are taking 
Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations. 

14. To involve the Learning Support Co-ordinator and Educational psychologist in the monitoring 
of EAL learners' academic progress, well-being and provide counselling support as required. 

15. To include bilingual/multilingual learners whose home language is not English on the EAL 
register on Hub. 

16. To find suitable families to host the EAL learners to stay during EXEAT weekends and 
occasionally half-terms. (Historically, British families within our school community have been 
generous at inviting children to their house) If no family is found, more formal arrangements 
with guardians, paid hosts or visiting family members are organised. 

Conclusion 

Although there are a small number of bilingual EAL learners at Abberley Hall, the experience of both 
the English speaking community and the EAL learners is greatly enhanced. Year on year the school 
has demonstrated consistent and adequate support as 100% of the school’s EAL cohort passed the 
examinations and achieved Merit level.  EAL learners value their experience in our school, their 
fluency in the English language improves the longer they stay and many return year after year to 
consolidate their learning of English and knowledge of the English culture. This can only be achieved 
through the support and hard work of a very committed and caring staff. 
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